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Our winemakers have
done themselves proud
in the face of adversity.

HUON HOOKE

he year 2009 in wine has
| been a difficult one. It

started with murderous

bushfiresin the Yarra

Valley and ended with appalling
statistics: we have a 100 million-
casewine surplus and sales in key
markets have slumped.

On top of that, Kiwi sauvignon
blanc continues to be the favoured
tipple of Australians and it's
causing angst on both sides of the
Tasman. On our side, because the
fall in Australian chardonnay sales
has seen an almost bottle-for-
bottle rise in NZ sauvignon blanc;
across the Tasman, the Kiwis are
paranoid the boom will stop
abruptly, like all fashions, and
they'll be left holding the baby.

Somehow, Australian
winemakers kept producing some
superb wines. It’s just a pity the rest
of the world seems not to notice.
Here is my pick of the year's best:

our best

beginnings of bottle-age. Thisisa
stunning, semi-mature,
traditional-style Hunter semillon
with an amazingly youthful and
lively palate presence. Drink for
10-plus years. 96/100.

SEMILLON

2005 Brokenwood Brycefield &
Belford Vineyards Semillon,
Hunter Valley, $36

Waxy, lanolin, herbal and mineral
aromas rocket from the glass, with
atrace of buttered toast from the

' BROKENWOOD

AUSTRALIAN CRAFT AT ITS FINEST
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